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Biography

Dr. Samuel Ayodele Mesele, PhD, is a soil scientist and researcher at the International Institute of Tropical
Agriculture (IITA), specializing in soil health, soil fertility, carbon dynamics, land-use change, and environmental
risk assessment in African agroecosystems. His research focuses on generating reliable soil information to
support sustainable land management, climate-resilient agriculture, environmental risk assessment, and
evidence-based decision-making. Dr. Mesele has contributed to major regional and continental soil initiatives,
including Soils4Africa and Soils4Liberia, supporting field coordination, harmonized soil data generation,
knowledge sharing, and capacity development. His research interests include nutrient and carbon dynamics,
phosphorus and micronutrient availability, land-use effects on soil health, soil degradation, digital soil
information, and trace-metal risks in agricultural landscapes. Recognized as an Ambassador of the Africa Soll
Information Community of Practice, he is committed to collaborative science, mentoring young researchers, and
strengthening Africa’s contribution to soil science, food security, and sustainability. His professional experience
spans Nigeria, Ghana, and Liberia through long-term assignments, with short-term assignments in Ethiopia,
Kenya, Tanzania, Madagascar, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Angola, DR Congo, Cameroon, Burkina Faso, Mali,
Niger, Cote d’lvoire, and Senegal.
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